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rear 5ir 7 Madar:

[ voquost you to address the dispatity and disctitnination inherent in
today's tax code for same-sex couples vs hoierosexnal maigied
counies.

When a gay, lesbian ot bisexual seniot dies, his or her surviving pariner faces a financial
loss that can amount to tens of thousands ot dotlats because the couple cannot be
recognized as iegally married in the Uniied States.

Degpitc having paid taxes their whole lifetime at the same 1aie as other Amenicass,
,*.‘.l.u"viviﬂg_3 partners are:

L Donied the Soeial Seewity survivor benetits that mo made available to all masried
cesz_pies;
2. Tcavily taxed ou any rothicment plau 401K o IRA - thoey Inhetit fiom theli

pas tnetsi, although

married spouscs can inheri ihese plans iax-frec; and

3. Charged an estate tax on the inheritance of a home, cven if # was jointly owned - atax
that would not apply t manticd sponses,

CGay, Icsbian and %i cxual semiors also are at significant risk of iosing their bome wiicn an
terg a nursing home, This iz beeause lederal Meéw;gii faw permits 2
martied spou:;ct rermain in the souple’s home whun a husband o1 wiic enters a nuising
home - but it docs not grant unmarried couples the same right.
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More narrowly, 2 number of independent steps would aoed 1o be aken to bring eoumity e
the treatmeui of gay,

iesbian and bisexual seniors under law . Among thom:
> 1.8, Sociai Sce "iy law would necd o be rewritien io ensure that survivor benelils are
available to all

Americans i contited s iritmu:)htps wegardloss of soxual oricniation.
> Federal iax lsw would need o be rewrilien o ensure ihat ihe boriiancy of rolironon
plans would be

x,quf;im,d for alt cligible beneliciaries, Including same-sex partnes.

> Federal tax law would need to be rewritten to cnsure that domestic partners would be
e sxarn o '

ﬁe imposition of cxtate tayes opon the inherfianee of 2 home

> Propeity laws would need 10 be revised 0 snsuie tnut domestic partners would not be

1 .
vidnoraile o clalins

againsi the ownership of thelr home by their deceased parbner’s nexi of kind.
Hanii Taw wordd neod fo be rovised to onsure thal same-sex pavinety be granded the
right to remain in

thoirgumn b
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